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providing an electrically conductive pathway therebetween.
A portion of the at least one fusible element may pass
through the air gap defined by the hole in the at least one
intermediate insulative layer.
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1
LAMINATED ELECTRICAL FUSE

FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

The disclosure relates generally to the field of circuit
protection devices and more particularly to a compact, low
cost, high breaking capacity fuse.

BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE

In many circuit protection applications it is desirable to
employ fuses that are compact and that have high “breaking
capacities.” Breaking capacity (also commonly referred to
as “interrupting capacity”) is the current that a fuse is able
to interrupt without being destroyed or causing an electric
arc of unacceptable duration. Certain fuses sold under the
name NANO fuse are currently available that exhibit high
breaking capacities and are suitable for compact applica-
tions, but such fuses are relatively expensive. It is therefore
desirable to provide a low cost, high breaking capacity fuse
that is suitable for compact circuit protection applications.

SUMMARY

This Summary is provided to introduce a selection of
concepts in a simplified form that are further described
below in the Detailed Description. This Summary is not
intended to identify key features or essential features of the
claimed subject matter, nor is it intended as an aid in
determining the scope of the claimed subject matter.

In accordance with the present disclosure, a compact, high
breaking capacity fuse is provided. An exemplary embodi-
ment of the fuse may include a top insulative layer, at least
one intermediate insulative layer, and a bottom insulative
layer arranged in a vertically stacked and bonded configu-
ration. The at least one intermediate layer may have a hole
formed therethrough that defines an air gap within the fuse.
A first conductive terminal may be formed on a first end of
the fuse and a second conductive terminal may be formed on
a second end of the fuse. At least one fusible element may
connect the first terminal to the second terminal, thus
providing an electrically conductive pathway therebetween.
A portion of the at least one fusible element may pass
through the air gap defined by the hole in the at least one
intermediate insulative layer.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an exploded view illustrating a high breaking
capacity fuse in accordance with an exemplary embodiment
of the present disclosure.

FIG. 2 is a side view illustrating the high breaking
capacity fuse shown in FIG. 1 in an assembled configura-
tion.

FIG. 3 is an exploded view illustrating a fuse array in
accordance with the present disclosure wherein several high
breaking capacity fuses are arranged in a contiguous,
arrayed configuration.

FIG. 4 is a perspective view illustrating the high breaking
capacity fuse array shown in FIG. 3 in an assembled
configuration.

FIG. 5 is plan view illustrating components of an alter-
native high breaking capacity fuse embodiment in accor-
dance with the present disclosure.

FIG. 6 is an exploded view illustrating another alternative
high breaking capacity fuse embodiment in accordance with
the present disclosure.
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FIG. 7 is an exploded view illustrating yet another alter-
native high breaking capacity fuse embodiment in accor-
dance with the present disclosure.

FIG. 8 is a perspective view illustrating the high breaking
capacity fuse shown in FIG. 7 in an assembled configura-
tion.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present invention will now be described more fully
hereinafter with reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which preferred embodiments of the invention are shown.
This invention, however, may be embodied in many differ-
ent forms and should not be construed as being limited to the
embodiments set forth herein. Rather, these embodiments
are provided so that this disclosure will be thorough and
complete, and will fully convey the scope of the invention
to those skilled in the art. In the drawings, like numbers refer
to like elements throughout.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, a first exemplary embodiment
of a high breaking capacity fuse 10 (hereinafter referred to
as “the fuse 10”) in accordance with the present disclosure
is shown. The fuse 10 is shown exploded in FIG. 1 and in
a fully assembled configuration in FIG. 2. The fuse 10 may
include a bottom insulative layer 12, a middle insulative
layer 14, and a top insulative layer 16 disposed in a vertically
stacked configuration. When assembled as shown in FIG. 2,
the layers 12-16 may be flatly bonded to each other, such as
with epoxy or other non-conductive adhesives or fasteners.
The layers 12-16 may be substantially rectangular and may
be formed of any suitable, electrically insulative material,
including, but not limited to, FR-4, glass, ceramic, plastic,
etc.

The layers 12-16 of the fuse 10 may have castellations 18,
20, 22, 24, 26, and 28 at their longitudinal ends, such as may
be formed by drilling, for providing the assembled fuse 10
with terminals 27 and 29. The longitudinal ends of the layers
12-16 may plated with copper or other electrically conduc-
tive materials, such as by a photolithography process or
other plating means, to facilitate electrical connection
between the terminals 27 and 29 of the assembled fuse and
other circuit elements.

The layers 12-16 may be substantially identical, except
that the middle layer 14 may be provided with a through-
hole 30 formed in a center portion thereof that defines an air
gap 31 in the assembled fuse 10. The hole 30 is shown
having a circular shape, but it is contemplated that the hole
30 may be formed with a variety of other shapes, such as
oval, rectangular, triangular, or irregular. The middle layer
14 may also be thicker than the bottom layer 12 and the top
layer 16 as shown in the figures, but this is not critical. It is
contemplated that that middle layer 14 may alternatively be
thinner or may have the same thickness as the bottom layer
12 and top layer 16. It is further contemplated that the
bottom layer 12 or the top layer 16 may be thinner or thicker
than the other two layers.

The fuse 10 may include a fusible element 32 disposed
intermediate the layers 12-16. Particularly, a first end portion
34 of the fusible element 32 may be disposed on a top
surface 14a of the middle layer 14 and a bottom surface of
the top layer 16. A second end portion 36 of the fusible
element 32 may be disposed on a bottom surface 145 of the
middle layer 14 and a top surface of the bottom layer 12. A
middle portion 38 of the fusible element 32 may extend
diagonally through the hole 30 which defines the air gap 31
in the middle layer 14. The end portions 34 and 36 may be
bonded to the plated, longitudinal ends of the layers 12-16,
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such as by solder or conductive adhesive. The fusible
element 32 thereby provides an electrically conductive path-
way between the terminals 27 and 29.

The middle portion 38 of the fusible element 32 is a
“weak point” that will predictably separate upon the occur-
rence of an overcurrent condition in the fuse 10. Since the
middle portion 38 is entirely surrounded by air and is not in
contact with, or in close proximity to, the insulative material
that forms the layers 14-16, an electric arc that forms in the
middle portion 38 during an overcurrent condition is
deprived of fuel (i.e. surrounding material) that might oth-
erwise sustain the arc. Arc time is thereby reduced, which
in-turn increases the breaking capacity of the fuse 10.

The fusible element 32 may be formed of any suitable,
electrically conductive material, such as copper or tin, and
may be formed as a wire, a ribbon, a metal link, a spiral
wound wire, a film, an electrically conductive core deposited
on a substrate, or any other suitable structure or configura-
tion for providing a circuit interrupt. As will be appreciated
by those of ordinary skill in the art, the particular size,
configuration, and conductive material of the fusible ele-
ment 32 may all contribute to the rating of the fuse 10.

Referring to FIGS. 3 and 4, it is contemplated that several
fuses 100 that are substantially identical to the fuse 10
described above may be formed of a single, contiguous
bottom layer 102, a single, contiguous middle layer 104, and
a single, contiguous top layer 106. Each of the layers
102-106 may have castellations 107 as described above.
Like the fuse 10, each of the fuses 100 may have a hole 108
formed through the intermediate or middle layer 104 thereof
and a fusible element 110 extending diagonally through the
hole 108 for providing enhanced breaking capacity. It is
contemplated that the fusible elements 110 may all be
identical, or that some or all of the fusible elements 110 may
have different configurations and/or ratings relative to oth-
ers. The fuses 100 are shown in a 4x1 arrayed configuration
in FIGS. 3 and 4, but it is contemplated that larger or smaller
arrays (e.g. 2x1, 6x1, etc.) with more or fewer fuses 100 may
be implemented in a similar manner without departing from
the scope of the present disclosure.

FIG. 5 illustrates an exploded view of a fuse 200 in
accordance with an alternative embodiment of the present
disclosure. The fuse 200 may include a bottom insulative
layer 202 and a top insulative layer 204. When the fuse 200
is assembled (not shown) the layers 202 and 204 may be
flatly bonded to each other in a vertically stacked configu-
ration, such as with an intermediate layer 205 of epoxy,
pre-preg, or with other non-conductive adhesives or fasten-
ers. As shown, the intermediate layer 205 has a similar
configuration as layers 202 and 204, however alternative
configurations are contemplated herein. The layers 202 and
204 may be substantially rectangular and may be formed of
any suitable, electrically insulative material, including, but
not limited to, FR-4, glass, ceramic, plastic, etc.

The layers 202 and 204 may have castellations 206, 208,
210, and 212 at their longitudinal ends, such as may be
formed by drilling, for providing the assembled fuse 200
with terminals for connection to other circuit elements. The
bottom layer 202 may be provided with a routed area 214 on
its top surface, and the top layer 204 may be provided with
a routed area 216 on its bottom surface. When the fuse 200
is assembled, the routed areas 214 and 216 align with one
another to define a central air gap or chamber within the fuse
200. The routed areas are shown as being rectangular in
shape, but it is contemplated that the routed areas 214 and
216 may be formed with a variety of other shapes, such as
circular, oval, triangular, or irregular.
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The fuse 200 includes a fusible element 218 disposed
intermediate the layers 202 and 204. Particularly, the lon-
gitudinal ends of the fusible element 218 may be disposed
within a routed channel 220. The channel 220 is shown as
being formed in the top layer 204, but it is contemplated that
the channel 220 can alternatively be formed in the bottom
layer 202, or that similar channels can be formed in the both
the top and bottom layers 202 and 204. In any such con-
figuration, the routed channel(s) may be shallower than the
routed areas 214 and 216, and may be of a size and shape
that accommodate the fusible element 218 in a close clear-
ance relationship.

When the fuse 200 is assembled, a central portion of the
fusible element 218 extends through the air gap defined by
the routed portions 214 and 216. The central portion of the
fusible element 218 is therefore entirely surrounded by air
within the fuse 200, which thereby increases the breaking
capacity of the fuse 200 for the reasons described above.
Unlike the fusible element 32 described above with refer-
ence to FIGS. 1 and 2, the fusible element 218 extends
longitudinally straight (i.e. not diagonally) across the fuse
200. The fusible element 218 may be formed of any suitable,
electrically conductive material, such as copper or tin, and
may be formed as a wire, a ribbon, a metal link, a spiral
wound wire, a film, an electrically conductive core deposited
on a substrate, or any other suitable structure or configura-
tion for providing a circuit interrupt. As will be appreciated
by those of ordinary skill in the art, the particular size,
configuration, and conductive material of the fusible ele-
ment 218 may all contribute to the rating of the fuse 200.

A fuse 300 is shown in the exploded view of FIG. 6 that
is substantially similar to the fuse 200 shown in FIG. 5
except that instead of the top and bottom layers 302 and 304
having routed areas formed therein, the fuse 300 is provided
with intermediate layers 306 and 308 having holes 310 and
312 formed therethrough. When the fuse 300 is assembled in
a vertically stacked configuration, the holes 310 are aligned
with the holes 312 and thus define a series of air gaps or
chambers within the fuse. The fusible element 314 is dis-
posed on a top surface 308a of intermediate layer 308 and
a bottom surface of intermediate layer 306 such that the
fusible element extends along the air gaps 310 and 312 and
thus provides the fuse 300 with an enhanced breaking
capacity as described above. The intermediate layers 306
and 308 are each shown as having three holes 310 and 312
formed therethrough, but it is contemplated that more or
fewer holes having alternative shapes may be formed in a
similar manner without departing from the present disclo-
sure.

Referring to FIGS. 7 and 8, a fuse 400 in accordance with
an alternative embodiment of the present disclosure is
shown. FIG. 7 is an exploded view of the fuse 400 and FIG.
8 illustrates a fully assembled configuration. The fuse 400
may include a first insulative layer 402, a second insulative
layer 404, a third insulative layer 406, a fourth insulative
layer 408, and a fifth insulative layer 410 disposed in a
vertically stacked configuration. When assembled as shown
in FIG. 8, the layers 402-410 may be flatly bonded to each
other, such as with epoxy, pre-preg, or with other non-
conductive adhesives or fasteners. The layers 402-410 may
be substantially rectangular and may be formed of any
suitable, electrically insulative material, including, but not
limited to, FR-4, glass, ceramic, plastic, etc.

The layers 402-410 may have castellations 412, 414, 416,
418, 420, 422, 424, 426, 428, and 430 at their longitudinal
ends, such as may be formed by drilling, for providing the
assembled fuse 400 with terminals 432 and 434. The lon-
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gitudinal ends of the layers 412-430 may be plated with
copper or other electrically conductive materials, such as by
a photolithography process or other plating means, to define
terminals 432, 434 at respective longitudinal ends of the fuse
400 to facilitate electrical connection with other circuit
elements. The terminals 432 and 434 of the assembled fuse
400 may be further plated or coated with conductive mate-
rials, such as by dipping or by electroless plating techniques.

Insulative layer 404 may have a hole 436 formed there-
through and the layer 408 may have two longitudinally-
spaced holes 438 and 440 formed therethrough. The holes
436-440 are shown as having an oblong shape, but it is
contemplated that the holes 436-440 may be formed with a
variety of other shapes, such as circular, oval, rectangular,
triangular, or irregular. When the fuse 400 is assembled, the
hole 436 in the layer 404 may define an air gap or chamber
between the layers 402 and 406, and the holes 438 and 440
in the layer 408 may define longitudinally-spaced air gaps
between the layers 406 and 410.

The layer 406 of the fuse 400 may have a pair of
longitudinally-spaced vias 442 and 444 formed there-
through. The interior surfaces of the vias 442 and 444 may
be plated or coated with an electrically conductive material,
such as copper. A fusible element 446 may be formed on the
top surface 448 (shown on the right side on FIG. 7) of the
layer 406, intermediate and electrically connected to the vias
442 and 444. Similarly, fusible elements 450 and 452 may
be formed on the bottom surface 454 (shown on the left side
on FIG. 7) of the layer 406, intermediate and electrically
connected to the vias 442 and 444 and the plated, longitu-
dinal ends of the layer 406. The fusible elements 446, 450,
and 452 and the vias 442 and 44 thus provide an electrical
pathway between the terminals 432 and 434 of the
assembled fuse 400.

When the fuse 400 is assembled, the top surface of the
fusible element 446 may be disposed within the air gap
defined by the hole 436 in the layer 404, and the bottom
surfaces of the fusible elements 450 and 452 may be
disposed within the air gaps defined by the holes 438 and
440 in the layer 408. Since these surfaces of the of the
fusible elements 446, 450, and 452 are not in contact with,
and are not in close proximity to, the insulative material that
forms the layers 404 and 408, an clectric arc that forms in
one or more of the fusible elements 446, 450, and 452 during
an overcurrent condition is deprived of fuel (i.e. surrounding
material) that might otherwise sustain the arc. Arc time is
thereby reduced, which in-turn increases the breaking capac-
ity of the fuse 400.

The fusible elements 446, 450, and 452 may be formed of
any suitable, electrically conductive material, such as copper
or tin, and may be formed using any suitable plating,
coating, or material deposition means, such as by a photo-
lithography process. The fusible elements 446, 450, and 452
are shown in FIG. 7 as having a serpentine shape, but this is
not critical. As will be appreciated by those of ordinary skill
in the art, the particular size, configuration, shape and
conductive material of the fusible elements 446, 450, 452
may all contribute to the rating of the fuse 400. In addition,
a portion 460 formed of a material having a lower melting
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point than the fusible elements 446, 450, and 452 may be
formed on one or more of the fusible elements 446, 450, and
452 for creating a “weak point” that will predictably open
upon the occurrence of an overcurrent condition in the fuse
400 associated with a particular rating. For example, the
portion 460 may be formed of tin with a nickel barrier.

As used herein, an element or step recited in the singular
and proceeded with the word “a” or “an” should be under-
stood as not excluding plural elements or steps, unless such
exclusion is explicitly recited. Furthermore, references to
“one embodiment” of the present invention are not intended
to be interpreted as excluding the existence of additional
embodiments that also incorporate the recited features.

While the present invention has been disclosed with
reference to certain embodiments, numerous modifications,
alterations and changes to the described embodiments are
possible without departing from the sphere and scope of the
present invention, as defined in the appended claim(s).
Accordingly, it is intended that the present invention not be
limited to the described embodiments, but that it has the full
scope defined by the language of the following claims, and
equivalents thereof.

The invention claimed is:

1. A high breaking capacity fuse comprising:

a top insulative layer, a first intermediate insulative layer,

a middle insulative layer, a second intermediate insu-
lative layer, and a bottom insulative layer arranged in a
vertically stacked configuration, the first intermediate
insulative layer includes a first hole formed there-
through, the second intermediate insulative layer
includes a pair of longitudinally-spaced holes formed
therethrough,
wherein the top insulative layer, the bottom insulative layer,
the first intermediate insulative layer, second intermediate
insulative layer, and middle insulative layer are each flatly
bonded to each other;

a first air gap defined by the first hole and extending
between the top insulative layer and middle insulative
layer;

a second and third air gap defined by the pair of longi-
tudinally spaced holes and extending between the bot-
tom insulative layer and the middle insulative layer;

a first conductive terminal formed on a first end of the
vertically stacked configuration;

a second conductive terminal formed on a second end of
the vertically stacked configuration;

a first fusible element formed on a top surface of the
middle insulative layer; and

a second fusible element and third fusible element formed
on a bottom surface of the middle insulative layer,
wherein the first fusible element, second fusible ele-
ment and third fusible element form part of an electrical
path between the first conductive terminal and second
conductive terminal.

2. The high breaking capacity fuse of claim 1 wherein at
least one of the first fusible element, second fusible element
and third fusible element has a serpentine shape at least
partially between the first and second terminals.
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